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1
BLOOD PRESSURE MEASUREMENT
DEVICE AND CONTROL METHOD FOR
BLOOD PRESSURE MEASUREMENT
DEVICE

BACKGROUND OF THE PRESENT INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to blood pressure measure-
ment devices and control methods for blood pressure mea-
surement devices, and particularly relates to blood pressure
measurement devices configured to measure a blood pressure
during inflation of a cuff and to control methods for such
blood pressure measurement devices.

2. Description of the Related Art

An electronic blood pressure meter that uses an oscillom-
etric technique is known as atypical electronic blood pressure
meter. In an electronic blood pressure meter that uses the
oscillometric technique, a manchette containing an air blad-
der is uniformly wrapped around a part of a body, and changes
in the volume of an arterial vessel pressurized by inflating/
deflating the air bladder with air are obtained as changes in the
amplitude of the pressure in the air bladder (a cuff pressure),
which are then used to calculate a blood pressure. To measure
the blood pressure accurately while inflating the cuff, it is
necessary to properly control the speed at which the pressure
within the cuff is increased. For example, it is necessary to
inflate the cuff at a constant speed.

JP 2009-74418A proposes a piezoelectric micro-pump
driven using a piezoelectric element, and discusses applying
such a micro-pump in an electronic blood pressure meter.
Meanwhile, JP 2010-255447A, JP 2010-162487A, and so on
propose setting a driving frequency according to the material
of a piezoelectric element and a diaphragm and carrying out
control near the driving frequency.

Although conventional blood pressure meter pumps con-
trol pump output through pulse width modulation (PWM)
control, piezoelectric pump output control is generally con-
sidered to be performed by driving the pump at the driving
frequency and controlling the output through voltage control.

However, such piezoelectric pumps have had the following
problems: (1) the precision of voltage control corresponds to
the precision of the pump output, and it is thus necessary to
increase the precision of voltage control in order to control the
inflation speed at a proper speed; (2) attempting to increase
the precision of voltage control results in an increase in the
number of components and the like for setting the resolution,
leading to an increase in circuitry costs; and (3) although
increasing the resolution by adding AM modulation to the
voltage control can be considered, such a system is affected
by pulsations, ambient sounds, and the like when installed in
a blood pressure meter.

SUMMARY OF THE PRESENT INVENTION

Preferred embodiments of the present invention provide a
blood pressure measurement device and a control method for
such a blood pressure measurement device that, when con-
trolling inflation using a piezoelectric pump during inflation
forblood pressure measurement, are capable of increasing the
precision of blood pressure measurement by suppressing the
occurrence of noise, reducing the influence of pulsations, and
controlling inflation at a high level of precision.

A blood pressure measurement device according to a pre-
ferred embodiment of the present invention includes a cuff
that is configured to, when worn on a blood pressure mea-
surement area, pressurize an artery in the measurement area at
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the pressure of a fluid in the cuff, a piezoelectric pump con-
figured to increase the pressure within the cuff, a deflating
unit configured to reduce the pressure within the cuff, a pres-
sure detection unit configured to detect the cuff pressure that
is the pressure within the cuff, and a control unit.

The control unit is configured and programmed to include
a determination unit that determines a control amplitude and
a control frequency of a voltage applied to the piezoelectric
pump, an applied voltage control unit that carries out control
so that a voltage at the control amplitude and control fre-
quency determined by the determination unit is applied to the
piezoelectric pump, and a blood pressure measurement unit
that calculates a blood pressure value based on the cuff pres-
sure detected by the pressure detection unit during inflation
when the cuff pressure is increased by the piezoelectric pump.
The applied voltage control unit is preferably configured and
programmed to control the amplitude of the voltage in pre-
determined steps, and applies, in a predetermined order, a
voltage having an amplitude that is a value that is above the
control amplitude by at least one step and a voltage having an
amplitude that is a value that is below the control amplitude
by at least one step so that the output of the piezoelectric
pump is approximately the same as when a voltage at the
control amplitude determined by the determination unit is
applied.

Preferably, the applied voltage control unit applies volt-
ages having two amplitude values in an alternating manner.
The two values include a value a predetermined step above
and a value a predetermined step below the control amplitude
determined by the determination unit, respectively. The con-
trol unit further includes an application ratio determination
unit that, based on the control amplitude determined by the
determination unit and the two values, determines a ratio of
time for which the voltages at the two values are applied in an
alternating manner so that the output of the piezoelectric
pump is essentially the same as in the case where a voltage at
the control amplitude is applied. The applied voltage control
unit applies the voltages having two amplitude values accord-
ing to the ratio of time determined by the application ratio
determination unit.

Further preferably, the applied voltage control unit applies
the voltages so that a difference between the two values is a
minimum.

Preferably, the applied voltage control unit is configured
and programmed to apply the voltages having two amplitude
values determined by the determination unit in an alternating
manner at the same ratio of time. The control unit further
includes an applied voltage determination unit that, based on
the control amplitude determined by the determination unit,
determines the value a step above the control amplitude and
the value a step below the control amplitude so that the output
of'the piezoelectric pump is essentially the same as in the case
where a voltage at the control amplitude is applied. The
applied voltage control unit is configured and programmed to
apply the voltages having two amplitude values, determined
by the applied voltage determination unit, in an alternating
manner.

Further preferably, the applied voltage determination unit
determines the two values so that a difference between the
two values is a minimum.

Preferably, the determination unit determines an optimal
frequency for the value of the amplitude of the voltage applied
by the applied voltage control unit as the control frequency.

A control method of a blood pressure measurement device
according to another preferred embodiment of the present
invention is a control method of a blood pressure measure-
ment device that includes a cuff that, when worn on a blood
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pressure measurement area, pressurizes an artery in the mea-
surement area at the pressure of a fluid in the cuff, a piezo-
electric pump that increases the pressure within the cuff, a
deflating unit that reduces the pressure within the cuff, a
pressure detection unit that detects the cuff pressure that is the
pressure within the cuff, and a control unit.

The control method includes the steps of the control unit
determining a control amplitude and a control frequency of a
voltage applied to the piezoelectric pump, carrying out con-
trol so that a voltage at the control amplitude and control
frequency determined by the determination unit is applied to
the piezoelectric pump, and calculating a blood pressure
value based on the cuff pressure detected by the pressure
detection unit during inflation when the cuff pressure is
increased by the piezoelectric pump. The step of carrying out
control preferably controls the amplitude of the voltage in
predetermined steps, and includes a step of applying, in a
predetermined order, a voltage having an amplitude that is a
value above the control amplitude by at least one step and a
voltage having an amplitude that is a value below the control
amplitude by at least one step so that the control is essentially
the same as when a voltage at the determined control ampli-
tude is applied.

According to various preferred embodiments of the present
invention, a control amplitude and a control frequency of a
voltage applied to the piezoelectric pump are determined,
control is carried out so that a voltage at the determined
control amplitude and control frequency is applied to the
piezoelectric pump, and a blood pressure value is calculated
based on the cuff pressure detected by the pressure detection
unit during inflation when the cuff pressure is increased by the
piezoelectric pump. In the control of the piezoelectric pump,
the amplitude of the voltage preferably is controlled in pre-
determined steps, and a voltage having an amplitude that is a
value above the control amplitude by at least one step and a
voltage having an amplitude that is a value below the control
amplitude by at least one step are applied, in a predetermined
order, so that the control is essentially the same as when a
voltage at the determined control amplitude is applied.

By amplitude-modulating the applied voltage, the piezo-
electric pump is controlled in essentially the same manner as
the case where the target voltage is applied. However, accord-
ing to various preferred embodiments of the present inven-
tion, the occurrence of amplitude modulation frequency noise
can be suppressed as compared to a case where the control is
carried out through amplitude modulation. Furthermore,
whereas pulsations in the increasing cuff pressure occur in the
case where the control is carried out through amplitude
modulation, the influence of pulsations can be reduced
according to various preferred embodiments of the present
invention. Furthermore, according to various preferred
embodiments of the present invention, the same highly-pre-
cise inflation control preferably is achieved as in the case
where the control is carried out through amplitude modula-
tion.

As aresult, it is possible to provide a blood pressure mea-
surement device and a control method for such a blood pres-
sure measurement device that, when controlling inflation
using the piezoelectric pump during inflation for blood pres-
sure measurement, increases the precision of blood pressure
measurement by supressing the occurrence of noise, reducing
the influence of pulsations, and controlling inflation at a high
level of precision.

The above and other elements, features, steps, characteris-
tics and advantages of the present invention will become more
apparent from the following detailed description of the pre-
ferred embodiments with reference to the attached drawings.
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4
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the outside of a blood
pressure meter according to a preferred embodiment of the
present invention.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating the overall configu-
ration of the blood pressure meter according to a preferred
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 3 is a graph illustrating a flow rate required for con-
stant speed inflation.

FIG. 4 is a graph illustrating changes in a cuff pressure in
the case where a piezoelectric pump control voltage is AM-
modulated.

FIG. 5 is a diagram illustrating the concept of piezoelectric
pump voltage control according to a preferred embodiment of
the present invention.

FIG. 6 is a graph illustrating a control result in the case
where a piezoelectric pump undergoes voltage control
according to a preferred embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 7 is a flowchart illustrating the flow of a blood pres-
sure measurement process executed by the blood pressure
meter according to a preferred embodiment of the present
invention.

FIG. 8 is a flowchart illustrating the flow of a blood pres-
sure measurement process executed by the blood pressure
meter according to a preferred embodiment of the present
invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

Hereinafter, preferred embodiments of the present inven-
tion will be described in detail with reference to the drawings.
Note that identical or corresponding elements in the drawings
will be given the same reference numerals, and descriptions
thereof will not be repeated.

First Preferred Embodiment

The following will describe piezoelectric pump driving
control when taking an inflation-based measurement using an
oscillometric blood pressure meter that takes measurements
during inflation according to a preferred embodiment of the
present invention.

First, the configuration of a blood pressure meter 1 accord-
ing to the present preferred embodiment will be described.
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the outside of the blood
pressure meter 1 according to the present preferred embodi-
ment of the present invention. As shown in FIG. 1, the blood
pressure meter 1 according to this preferred embodiment
preferably includes a main body 10, a cuff 40, and an air tube
50. The main body 10 includes a box-shaped housing, and a
display unit 21 and an operating unit 23 are provided on the
top surface thereof. During measurement, the main body 10 is
used by being placed on a placement surface such as a table or
the like.

The cuff 40 primarily includes a band-shaped and bladder-
shaped outer cover 41 and a pressurizing air bladder 42 that is
contained in the outer cover 41 and defines and serves as a
pressurizing fluid bladder; the cuff 40 preferably has an over-
all ring-shaped configuration. During measurement, the cuff
40 is used by being wrapped around and worn on the upper
arm of a measurement subject. The air tube 50 connects the
main body 10 and the cuff 40, which preferably are config-
ured as separate entities.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating the overall configu-
ration of the blood pressure meter 1 according to this pre-
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ferred embodiment. As shown in FIG. 2, in addition to the
display unit 21 and operating unit 23, the main body 10
includes a control unit 20, a memory unit 22, a power source
unit 24, a piezoelectric pump 31, an exhaust valve 32, a
pressure sensor 33, a DC-DC booster circuit 61, a voltage
control circuit 62, a driving control circuit 63, an amplifier 71,
and an A/D converter 72. The piezoelectric pump 31 and the
exhaust valve 32 correspond to an inflation/deflation mecha-
nism configured to increase/decrease the internal pressure of
the pressurizing air bladder 42.

The pressurizing air bladder 42 pressurizes the upper arm
when worn thereon, and has an interior space therein. The
pressurizing air bladder 42 is connected to the piezoelectric
pump 31, the exhaust valve 32, and the pressure sensor 33,
respectively, via the air tube 50. As a result, the pressurizing
air bladder 42 is inflated and expands under the driving of the
piezoelectric pump 31; the inner pressure is held, the pressur-
izing air bladder 42 is deflated and contracts, and so on by
controlling the driving of the exhaust valve 32.

The control unit 20 preferably includes a CPU (central
processing unit), for example, and is configured and pro-
grammed to control the blood pressure meter 1 as a whole.

The display unit 21 preferably includes an LCD (liquid-
crystal display), for example, and is configured to display
measurement results and the like.

The memory unit 22 preferably includes a ROM (read-only
memory), a RAM (random access memory), or the like, for
example, and stores programs that cause the control unit 20
and the like to execute processes to measure a blood pressure
value, store measurement results, and so on.

The operating unit 23 is configured to accept operations
made by a measurement subject or the like and inputting such
external commands into the control unit 20, the power source
unit 24, and the like.

The power source unit 24 is configured to supply power to
the various units of the blood pressure meter 1, such as the
control unit 20 and the piezoelectric pump 31, and preferably
is a battery in this preferred embodiment. However, the power
source unit 24 is not limited thereto, and may receive power
supplied from an external power source such as an AC outlet.

The control unit 20 is configured and programmed to input
control signals to drive the piezoelectric pump 31 and the
exhaust valve 32 into the voltage control circuit 62 and the
driving control circuit 63, respectively, and to input blood
pressure values serving as measurement results into the dis-
play unit 21 and the memory unit 22. The control unit 20 also
includes a blood pressure information obtainment unit (not
shown) configured to obtain a measurement subject’s blood
pressure value based on a pressure value detected from the
pressure sensor 33 via the amplifier 71 and the A/D converter
72, and the blood pressure value obtained by the blood pres-
sure information obtainment unit is inputted into the display
unit 21 and memory unit 22 as a measurement result.

Note that the blood pressure meter 1 may also include a
separate output unit that outputs a blood pressure value to an
external device such as a PC (personal computer), a printer, or
the like as the measurement result. For example, a serial
communication line, a device that writes to various types of
recording media, or the like can be used as the output unit.

The DC-DC booster circuit 61 is a circuit configured to
boost the voltage of the battery that serves as the power source
unit 24 to a voltage suited to the driving of the piezoelectric
pump 31.

The voltage control circuit 62 controls the voltage supplied
to the piezoelectric pump 31 based on a voltage value indi-
cated by a control signal inputted from the control unit 20.
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The driving control circuit 63 controls the piezoelectric
pump 31 and the exhaust valve 32 based on a control signal
inputted from the control unit 20. Specifically, the driving
control circuit 63 controls the frequency of a current supplied
to the piezoelectric pump 31 based on a control frequency
indicated by the control signal inputted from the control unit
20. In addition, the driving control circuit 63 controls the
exhaust valve 32 to open and close based on the control signal
inputted from the control unit 20.

The piezoelectric pump 31 is configured to increase the
internal pressure of the pressurizing air bladder 42 (called the
“cuff pressure” as well hereinafter) by supplying air to the
interior space of the pressurizing air bladder 42, and the
operations thereof are controlled by the driving control circuit
63. The piezoelectric pump 31 discharges air at a predeter-
mined flow rate by applying an AC current of a predetermined
amplitude V0 at a predetermined driving frequency 10. Note
that a sine wave AC may be used, a square wave AC may be
used, and so on. In the following, the value of a peak-to-peak
potential difference Vp—p may be used when discussing the
value of a voltage applied to the piezoelectric pump 31. The
amplitude is half the value of Vp-p. Relative to Vp-p, the
value of the voltage changes in a value range from, for
example, -Vp-p/2 to Vp-p/2.

The exhaust valve 32 is configured to hold the internal
pressure in the pressurizing air bladder 42, open the interior
space of the pressurizing air bladder 42 to the exterior and
reduce the cuff pressure, and so on, and the operations thereof
are controlled by the driving control circuit 63.

The pressure sensor 33 detects the internal pressure of the
pressurizing air bladder 42 and inputs, into the amplifier 71,
an output signal based on the detected pressure. The amplifier
71 amplifies the level of the signal inputted from the pressure
sensor 33. The A/D converter 72 converts the signal amplified
by the amplifier 71 into a digital signal and inputs the gener-
ated digital signal into the control unit 20.

FIG. 3 is a graph illustrating a flow rate required for con-
stant speed inflation. As shown in FIG. 3, in the case where the
piezoelectric pump 31 is controlled at a set voltage and the
peak-to-peak potential difference of the voltage is about 15
Vp-p, the flow rate of air discharged from the piezoelectric
pump 31 is approximately S0 ml/min when the cuff pressure
is approximately 0 mmHg, approximately 25 ml/min when
the cuff pressure is about 50 mmHg, and approximately O
ml/min when the cuff pressure is about 110 mmHg, for
example.

Likewise, when the peak-to-peak potential difference of
the voltage is about 20 Vp—p, the discharge flow rate of the
piezoelectric pump 31 drops from approximately 100
ml/min, to approximately 70 ml/min, to approximately 30
ml/min, to approximately 10 ml/min, to approximately O
ml/min as the cuff pressure rises from approximately 0
mmHg, to approximately 50 mmHg, to approximately 100
mmHg, to approximately 150 mmHg, and to approximately
170 mmHg, for example.

Furthermore, in the cases where the peak-to-peak potential
difference of the voltage applied to the piezoelectric pump 31
is approximately 25 Vp—p, approximately 30 Vp—p, approxi-
mately 35 Vp-p, and approximately 40 Vp-p as well, the
discharge flow rate of the piezoelectric pump 31 drops as the
cuff pressure rises.

Meanwhile, in the case where the circumference of a wrist,
which is an area where the cuff 40 is to be worn, is a minimum
length that the cuff 40 can handle, the flow rate required ofthe
piezoelectric pump 31 when inflating the cuff 40 at a constant
speed rises from approximately 30 ml/min to approximately
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35 ml/min while the cuff pressure rises from about 30 mmHg
to about 250 mmHg, for example.

On the other hand, in the case where the wrist circumfer-
ence is amaximum length that the cuff 40 can handle, the flow
rate required for constant speed inflation is approximately
145 ml/min when the cuff pressure is about 30 mmHg, but
drops as the cuff pressure rises, becoming approximately 80
ml/min when the cuff pressure is about 100 mmHg, approxi-
mately 75 ml/min when the cuft pressure is about 150 mmHg,
and approximately 75 ml/min when the cuff pressure is about
250 mmHg, for example.

In the case where the wrist circumference is between the
minimum length and the maximum length that can be handled
by the cuft 40, the cuff 40 is inflated at a constant speed by
controlling the flow rate relative to the cuff pressure accord-
ing to a constant speed inflation control range, indicated by
the diagonal line hatching in the graph in FIG. 3.

Accordingly, in the case where the wrist circumference is
the minimum, it is necessary to control the flow rate to change
in the manner as the cuff pressure rises, so that in the case
where the cuff 40 is inflated at a constant speed, the peak-to-
peak potential difference of the voltage applied to the piezo-
electric pump 31 is increased from approximately 14 Vp-p as
the cuff pressure rises and reaches approximately 33 Vp-p
when the cuff pressure reaches about 250 mmHg, for
example.

Likewise, in the case where the wrist circumference is the
maximum, it is necessary to control the flow rate to change in
the manner as the cuff pressure rises, so that in the case where
the cuff'is inflated at a constant speed, the peak-to-peak poten-
tial difference of the voltage applied to the piezoelectric pump
31 is reduced from approximately 26 Vp—p to approximately
23 Vp-p by the time the cuff pressure reaches approximately
60 mmHg, is increased once again thereafter, and reaches
approximately 37 Vp—p when the cuff pressure reaches about
250 mmHg, for example.

In this manner, in order to inflate the cuff 40 at a constant
speed, it is necessary to control the voltage applied to the
piezoelectric pump 31 within a given voltage amplitude range
(here, a range in which the peak-to-peak potential difference
is approximately 12 Vp-p to approximately 40 Vp-p, or in
other words, an amplitude range of about 6 V to about 20 V).
Because this is digital control, it is also necessary to increase
the resolution of the control voltage in order to increase the
precision of the control during constant speed inflation. How-
ever, doing so requires the use of a costly control circuit,
which will lead to an increase in the manufacturing costs of
the blood pressure meter 1.

FIG. 4 is a graph illustrating changes in the cuff pressure in
the case where the voltage that controls the piezoelectric
pump 31 is amplitude-modulated. As shown in FIG. 4, AM-
modulating the control voltage can be considered as a way to
increase the resolution of the control voltage.

However, doing so causes the occurrence of pulsations in
the rising cuff pressure, as indicated by the graph. Such pul-
sations have a negative effect on the blood pressure measure-
ment performed by the blood pressure meter 1 (worsening the
measurement precision, for example). Furthermore, noise
will be produced if the pulsations have a frequency in the
auditory range. The volume of the noise will increase as the
amplitude of the pulsations increases as well.

FIG. 5 is a diagram illustrating the concept of voltage
control for the piezoelectric pump 31 according to a preferred
embodiment of the present invention. As shown in FIG. 5, in
the blood pressure meter 1 according to this preferred
embodiment, the value of the amplitude of the voltage that
can be controlled is changed in steps in order to realize digital
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control of the voltage and so on applied to the piezoelectric
pump 31. For example, in the case where a control step is
equivalent to about 1 V, and the amplitude V0 of a target
voltage is about 20.3 'V, for example, about 20V, about 21V,
or the like preferably is applied to the piezoelectric pump 31,
but 20.3 V cannot be applied to the piezoelectric pump 31.

Note that in the case where the control resolution is about
10 bits from about 10 V to about 40 V, the control can be
carried out in control steps of approximately 30 mV, whereas
in the case where the control resolution is about 5 bits, the
control can be carried out in control steps of approximately 1
V.

According to a preferred embodiment of the present inven-
tion, in such a case, a period corresponding to a ratio D1 of a
given cycle 1/f_am is driven at a driving voltage having an
amplitude V1 and an optimal frequency f1 for that driving
voltage having an amplitude V1, and a period corresponding
to aratio D2 is driven at a driving voltage having an amplitude
V2 and an optimal frequency f2 for that driving voltage hav-
ing an amplitude V2; this controls the piezoelectric pump 31
so that air is discharged at a flow rate equivalent to the case of
driving at the target voltage having the amplitude V0.

In this preferred embodiment, the amplitudes V1 and V2 of
the driving voltage and duty ratios D1 and D2 are preferably
determined so that VO=V1xD1+V2xD2 (where V2=V0=<V1),
and D1+D2=1.

Note that £ am is a frequency approximately the same as
the frequency of the AM modulation (amplitude modulation)
as described with reference to FIG. 4, and is a value from, for
example, approximately 30 Hz to approximately 200 Hz;
because the pulse wave component of a blood pressure is
contained in frequencies below about 30 Hz, it is necessary
for f_am to be a frequency greater than about 30 Hz, but may
be another frequency as long as it is a frequency that is lower
than the driving frequency of the piezoelectric pump (for
example, a value near about 20 kHz).

Although the control becomes more responsive as the
value of f_am increases, this also increases the processing
burden on the control unit 20, and thus the value of f am is
determined based on the processing speed of the control unit
20.

Furthermore, noise caused by pulsations can be sup-
pressed, the volume of such noise can be reduced, and so on
by ensuring as small a difference between V1 and V2 as
possible.

For example, in the case where the target voltage amplitude
V0=20.3V,V1=21V, and V2=20V, V0=V1xD1+V2xD2 and
D1+D2=1, and thus the duty ratios D1 and D2 are calculated
as approximately 0.3 and approximately 0.7, respectively.

Likewise, in the case where the target voltage amplitude
V0=20.5V and the duty ratios D1 and D2 are both fixed at 0.5,
V0=V1xD1+V2xD2 and D1+D2=1, and thus V1+V2=41.In
this case, V1 and V2 can take on a variety of combinations; for
example, V1 may be 29 V and V2 may be 12V, V1 may be 22
V and V2 may be 19 V, and so on. However, because it is
preferable for the difference between V1 and V2 to be as low
as possible as mentioned above, the latter combination is
desirable.

FIG. 6 is a graph illustrating a control result in the case
where the piezoelectric pump 31 undergoes voltage control
according to this preferred embodiment of the present inven-
tion. As shown in FIG. 6, the dot-dash line graph and the
broken line graph indicate changes in the discharge flow rate
of the piezoelectric pump 31 during inflation in the case
where the piezoelectric pump 31 is driven at approximately
20V and approximately 21V, respectively, for example.
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Meanwhile, the solid line graph indicates changes in the
discharge flow rate of the piezoelectric pump 31 during infla-
tion in the case where the target voltage is about 20.5 V and
the piezoelectric pump 31 is driven while switching the duty
ratio 50% between about 20V and about 21 V, for example. It
can be seen that in the case where the target voltage is about
20.5 V and control is carried out while switching between
about 20 V and about 21 V in this manner, a discharge flow
rate that is exactly between that obtained through about 20 V
driving and that obtained through about 21 V driving is
achieved.

FIG. 7 is a flowchart illustrating the flow of a blood pres-
sure measurement process executed by the blood pressure
meter 1 according to the first preferred embodiment. As
shown in FIG. 7, in step S111, the control unit 20 determines
the amplitude V of the target voltage for the piezoelectric
pump 31 based on data, stored in advance in the memory unit
22 and indicated by the graphs shown in FIG. 3, of a wrapping
state of the cuff 40 (the wrist circumference, whether the cuff
40 is wrapped tightly or loosely), the current cuff pressure,
and the flow rate required for constant speed inflation.

Next, in step S112, the control unit 20 calculates V1 and V2
and the duty ratios D1 and D2 for the case where control is
carried out while switching between the driving voltages V1
and V2, in order to discharge air at the same flow rate as for the
target voltage V0, in a cycle 1/f_am of a predetermined AM
modulation frequency f_am, according to the method illus-
trated in FIG. 5.

In step S113, the control unit 20 determines whether or not
V1 and V2 calculated in step S112 fulfill the relationship
IV1-V2I=Limit, or in other words, whether or not the differ-
ence between V1 and V2 is less than or equal to a Limit. In the
case where it is determined that the difference is not less than
orequal to the Limit (that is, in the case where a determination
of NO is made in step S113), the control unit 20 returns the
processing being executed to the process in step S112.

On the other hand, in the case where it is determined that
the relationship IV1-V2| Limit is fulfilled (that is, in the case
where a determination of YES is made in step S113), in step
S114, the control unit 20 determines the optimal frequencies
f1 and £2 for V1 and V2, respectively, calculated in step S112,
based on characteristic data of the piezoelectric pump 31
stored in advance in the memory unit 22. Here, although the
optimal frequencies are frequencies that enable air to be dis-
charged at a maximum flow rate, the optimal frequencies may
be frequencies that achieve a maximum pump efficiency.

Next, in step S121, a signal indicating a voltage value is
sent to the voltage control circuit 62 and a signal indicating a
driving frequency is sent to the driving control circuit 63 so as
to drive the piezoelectric pump 31 at the driving voltage V1
calculated in step S112 and the driving frequency f1 calcu-
lated in step S114 for a time D1/f_am.

Next, in step S122, a signal indicating a voltage value is
sent to the voltage control circuit 62 and a signal indicating a
driving frequency is sent to the driving control circuit 63 so as
to drive the piezoelectric pump 31 at the driving voltage V2
calculated in step S112 and the driving frequency f2 calcu-
lated in step S114 for a time D2/f_am.

Next, in step S123, the control unit 20 calculates a blood
pressure value preferably according to a conventional method
based on changes in the cuff pressure detected by the pressure
sensor 33 and indicated by a signal inputted into the control
unit 20 via the amplifier 71 and the A/D converter 72.

Then, in step S124, the control unit 20 determines whether
or not the blood pressure measurement is complete. In the
case where it is determined that the blood pressure measure-
ment is not complete (that is, in the case where a determina-
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tion of NO is made in step S124), the control unit 20 returns
the processing being executed to the process in step S111.

On the other hand, in the case where it is determined that
the blood pressure measurement is complete (that is, in the
case where a determination of YES is made in step S124), in
step S125, the control unit 20 controls the voltage control
circuit 62 and the driving control circuit 63 to stop driving the
piezoelectric pump 31.

Next, in step S126, the control unit 20 controls the display
unit 21 to display the blood pressure measurement result.
After step S126, the control unit 20 ends the blood pressure
measurement process.

Second Preferred Embodiment

FIG. 8 is a flowchart illustrating the flow of a blood pres-
sure measurement process executed by the blood pressure
meter 1 according to a second preferred embodiment of the
present invention. As shown in FIG. 8, step S131 performs the
same process as that performed in step S111 shown in FIG. 7
and described in the first preferred embodiment, and thus
redundant descriptions will not be repeated.

Next, in step S132, the control unit 20 determines a voltage
V1 one step above and a voltage V2 one step below the target
voltage V0 calculated in step S131, according to the control-
lable resolution. For example, in the case where the resolution
can be controlled in 1 V steps and the target voltage V0=20.3,
V1=21V and V2=20V.

Next, in step S133, the control unit 20 calculates the duty
ratios D1 and D2 for the case where control is carried out
while switching between the driving voltages V1 and V2
determined in step S132, in order to discharge air at the same
flow rate as for the target voltage V0, in a cycle 1/f_am of a
predetermined AM modulation frequency f_am, according to
the method illustrated in FIG. 5.

Then, in step S134, the control unit 20 determines the
optimal frequencies fl and f2 for V1 and V2, respectively,
calculated in step S132, based on the characteristic data of the
piezoelectric pump 31 stored in advance in the memory unit
22.

The processes from step S121 to step S126 are the same as
the corresponding processes illustrated in FIG. 7, and thus
redundant descriptions thereof will not be repeated.

The blood pressure meter 1 according to the preferred
embodiments described above achieves effects such as those
described below.

The blood pressure meter 1 includes the cuff 40 that is
configured such that, when worn on a blood pressure mea-
surement area, pressurizes an artery in the measurement area
at the pressure of a fluid therein, the piezoelectric pump 31
configured to increase the pressure within the cuff 40, the
exhaust valve 32 configured to reduce the pressure within the
cuft 40, the pressure sensor 33 configured to detect the cuff
pressure that is the pressure within the cuff 40, and the control
unit 20.

The control unit 20 is configured and programmed to deter-
mine a control amplitude and a control frequency of the
voltage applied to the piezoelectric pump 31 as indicated in
step S111 to step S114 of FIG. 7 and step S131 to step S134
in FIG. 8; carry out control so that voltages at the determined
control amplitudes V1 and V2 and control frequencies f1 and
2 are applied to the piezoelectric pump 31 as indicated in step
S121 and step S122 in FIGS. 7 and 8; and calculate a blood
pressure value based on the cuff pressure detected by the
pressure sensor 33 during inflation when the cuff pressure is
increased by the piezoelectric pump 31 as indicated in step
S123 in FIGS. 7 and 8. In addition, the control unit 20 pref-
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erably is configured and programmed to control the ampli-
tude of the voltage in predetermined steps, and applies, in a
predetermined order, a voltage having an amplitude that is a
value V1 over the control amplitude by at least one step and a
voltage having an amplitude that is a value V2 below the
control amplitude by at least one step so that the output of the
piezoelectric pump 31 is approximately the same as when a
voltage at the determined control amplitude V0 is applied, as
indicated in step S111 and step S112 in FIG. 7, step S131 to
step S133 in FIG. 8, and step S121 and step S122 in FIGS. 7
and 8.

By AM-modulating the applied voltage, the piezoelectric
pump 31 preferably is controlled so that the discharge flow
rate is essentially the same as the case where the target voltage
is applied. However, with the blood pressure meter 1 accord-
ing to the preferred embodiments, the occurrence of AM
modulation frequency noise can be suppressed as compared
to a case where the control is carried out through AM modu-
lation. Furthermore, whereas pulsations in the increasing cuff
pressure occur in the case where the control is carried out
through AM modulation, the influence of pulsations can be
reduced or prevented with the blood pressure meter 1 accord-
ing to the preferred embodiments of the present invention.
Furthermore, with the blood pressure meter 1 according to
these preferred embodiments of the present invention, the
same highly-precise inflation control is achieved as in the
case where the control is carried out through AM modulation.

As a result, when controlling inflation using the piezoelec-
tric pump 31 during inflation for the blood pressure measure-
ment, the precision of blood pressure measurement is
increased by suppressing the occurrence of noise, reducing
the influence of pulsations, and controlling inflation at a high
level of precision.

In the second preferred embodiment of the present inven-
tion, the control unit 20 preferably is configured and pro-
grammed to apply voltages having two amplitude values in an
alternating manner, as indicated by step S121 and step S122
in FIG. 8. The two values are a value V1 a predetermined step
above and a value V2 a predetermined step below the deter-
mined control amplitude V0, respectively (where the “prede-
termined step” is 1 in the second preferred embodiment).
Meanwhile, the control unit 20 determines, based on the
determined control amplitude V0 and the two values V1 and
V2, ratios of time D1 and D2 for which the voltages at the two
values V1 and V2 are applied in an alternating manner so that
the output of the piezoelectric pump 31 is essentially the same
as in the case where a voltage at the control amplitude V0 is
applied, as indicated in step S133 of FIG. 8. The control unit
20 then applies the voltages having two amplitude values V1
and V2 according to the determined ratios of time D1 and D2,
as indicated in step S121 and step S122 of FIG. 8.

By doing so, the values V1 and V2 that are the same
predetermined number above and below, respectively, are
determined, and thus the amplitude of the applied voltages is
determined more easily than in the case where values difter-
ent steps above and below are determined.

Furthermore, the control unit 20 applies the voltages so that
a difference between the two values V1 and V2 is a minimum,
as indicated in step S132, step S121, and step S122 of FIG. 8.

As aresult, noise caused by pulsations can be suppressed,
the volume of such noise can be reduced, and so on.

The control unit 20 preferably is configured and pro-
grammed to apply the voltages having the determined two
amplitude values V1 and V2 in an alternating manner at the
same ratio of time, namely D1=D2=0.5, as indicated in FIG.
5 and described in the first preferred embodiment. The control
unit 20 preferably determines, based on the determined con-
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trol amplitude V0, the value V1 a step above the control
amplitude V0 and the value V2 a step below the control
amplitude V0 so that the output of the piezoelectric pump 31
is essentially the same as in the case where a voltage at the
control amplitude V0 is applied, as indicated in step S112 of
FIG. 7. Then, the control unit 20 applies the determined
voltages having two amplitude values V1 and V2 in an alter-
nating manner, as indicated in step S121 and step S122 in
FIG. 7.

In step S113 of FIG. 7, the control unit 20 determines
whether or not the difference between the two values V1 and
V2 is less than or equal to a predetermined value Limit, and in
the case where the difference is not less than or equal to the
Limit, re-determines the two values V1 and V2 so that the
difference between the two values V1 and V2 is less than or
equal to the Limit. Furthermore, the control unit 20 preferably
determines the two values so that a difference between the
two values is a minimum.

Noise caused by pulsations can be suppressed, the volume
of such noise can be reduced, and so on in both the case where
the difference between the two values V1 and V2 is less than
or equal to the Limit and the case where the difference is set
to a minimum.

The control unit 20 preferably is configured and pro-
grammed to determine optimal frequencies f1 and 2 for the
values V1 and V2 of the amplitude of the applied voltages as
the control frequency, as indicated in step S114 of FIG. 7 and
step S134 of FIG. 8.

As aresult, the optimal frequencies for the respective volt-
ages is applied, even in the case where the voltage is applied
while switching among a plurality of amplitudes. Accord-
ingly, the piezoelectric pump 31 is controlled in an optimal
manner regardless of the timing.

Next, variations of the preferred embodiments of the
present invention will be described.

The preferred embodiments preferably use air as the fluid
supplied to the cuff 40 from the piezoelectric pump 31, for
example. However, the fluid supplied to the cuff 40 from the
piezoelectric pump 31 is not limited thereto, and another
fluid, such as a liquid or a gel, may be used as well. The
present invention is also not limited to a fluid, and may instead
use uniform particles such as microbeads or the like.

Although the preferred embodiments describe the size of
the measurement area as preferably corresponding to the
wrist circumference, the present invention is not limited
thereto, and different sizes may preferably be used for differ-
ent measurement areas. For example, in the case where the
measurement area is the arm, the size is the circumference of
the arm.

As indicated in FIGS. 7 and 8, the preferred embodiments
describe the cycle at which the control amplitude V0 is deter-
mined and control parameters such as V1, V2, f1, and {2 are
updated and the cycle at which the blood pressure value is
calculated as preferably being every cycle D1/f_am+D2/
f_am=1/f_am, or in other words, every single cycle of duty
control, for example. However, the present invention is not
limited thereto, and the cycle for updating the control param-
eters and calculating the blood pressure value may be set to a
plurality of duty control cycles.

In the first preferred embodiment, in step S112 of FIG. 7,
the voltage amplitudes V1 and V2 are preferably determined
first and the duty ratios D1 and D2 may then be calculated for
the amplitudes V1 and V2, or the duty ratios D1 and D2 may
be determined first and the voltage amplitudes V1 and V2 may
then be calculated for the duty ratios D1 and D2.

The preferred embodiments describe a case where the con-
trol is carried out preferably while switching between the two
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voltage amplitudes V1 and V2. However, the present inven-
tion is not limited thereto, and the control may be carried out
while switching among three or more voltage amplitudes. For
example, control may be carried out while switching among
four voltage amplitudes, namely approximately 19 V,
approximately 20 V, approximately 21 V, and approximately
22V, in order at a duty ratio of about 0.25, so that the fluid can
be ejected at the same flow rate as when the target voltage has
an amplitude of about 20.5 V.

In the second preferred embodiment, as described in step
S132 of FIG. 8, the voltage V1 one step above in the control-
lable resolution and the voltage V2 one step below in the
controllable resolution relative to the target voltage V0 pref-
erably are determined. As a result the voltage is preferably
applied so that the difference between V1 and V2 is a mini-
mum. However, the present invention is not limited thereto,
and the voltages may be determined two or more steps above
and below in the controllable resolution relative to the target
voltage V0. For example, a voltage V1 of about 25V and a
voltage V2 of about 16V are determined five steps above and
five steps below, respectively, a target voltage V0 of about
20.3V, in the controllable resolution. Noise caused by pulsa-
tions will not worsen as long as the difference between V1 and
V2 is less than or equal to the Limit.

The preferred embodiments describe the blood pressure
meter 1 as an apparatus invention. However, the present
invention is not limited thereto, and is also a control method
of the blood pressure meter 1. The present invention is also a
control program for the blood pressure meter 1.

Note that the preferred embodiments disclosed above are to
be understood as being in all ways exemplary and in no way
limiting. The scope of the present invention is defined not by
the descriptions but by the scope of the appended claims, and
all changes that fall within the same essential spirit as the
scope ofthe claims are intended to be included therein as well.

While preferred embodiments of the present invention
have been described above, it is to be understood that varia-
tions and modifications will be apparent to those skilled in the
art without departing from the scope and spirit of the present
invention. The scope of the present invention, therefore, is to
be determined solely by the following claims.

The invention claimed is:

1. A blood pressure measurement device comprising:

a cuff configured to, when worn on a blood pressure mea-
surement area, pressurize an artery in the blood pressure
measurement area at a pressure of a fluid in the cuff;

a piezoelectric pump configured to increase the pressure
within the cuff;

a deflating unit configured to reduce the pressure within the
cuff;

a pressure detection unit configured to detect a cuff pres-
sure that is the pressure within the cuff; and

a control unit configured and programmed to include:

a determination unit configured and programmed to
determine a control amplitude and a control fre-
quency of a voltage applied to the piezoelectric pump;

an applied voltage controller configured and pro-
grammed to perform control so that a voltage at the
control amplitude and the control frequency deter-
mined by the determination unit is applied to the
piezoelectric pump; and

a blood pressure measurement unit configured and pro-
grammed to calculate a blood pressure value based on
the cuff pressure detected by the pressure detection
unit during inflation when the cuff pressure is
increased by the piezoelectric pump; wherein
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the applied voltage controller is configured and pro-
grammed to control the amplitude of the voltage in pre-
determined steps, and to apply, in a predetermined order,
a voltage having an amplitude that is a value above the
control amplitude by at least one step and a voltage
having an amplitude that is a value below the control
amplitude by at least one step so that an output of the
piezoelectric pump is approximately the same as when a
voltage at the control amplitude determined by the deter-
mination unit is applied.

2. The blood pressure measurement device according to
claim 1, wherein

the applied voltage controller is configured and pro-

grammed to apply voltages with two amplitude values in
an alternating manner;

the two amplitude values include a value a predetermined

step above and a value a predetermined step below the
control amplitude determined by the determination unit,
respectively;

the control unit is further configured and programmed to

include an application ratio determination unit that is
configured and programmed to, based on the control
amplitude determined by the determination unit and the
two amplitude values, determine a ratio of time for
which the voltages at the two amplitude values are
applied in an alternating manner so that the output of the
piezoelectric pump is approximately the same as in a
case where the voltage at the control amplitude is
applied; and

the applied voltage controller is configured and pro-

grammed to apply the voltages with the two amplitude
values according to the ratio of time determined by the
application ratio determination unit.

3. The blood pressure measurement device according to
claim 2, wherein the applied voltage controller is configured
and programmed to apply the voltages so that a difference
between the two amplitude values is a minimum.

4. The blood pressure measurement device according to
claim 1, wherein

the applied voltage controller is configured and pro-

grammed to apply the voltages with the two amplitude
values determined by the determination unit in an alter-
nating manner at a same ratio of time;

the control unit is further configured and programmed to

include an applied voltage determination unit that, based
on the control amplitude determined by the determina-
tion unit, determines the value a step above the control
amplitude and the value a step below the control ampli-
tude so that the output of the piezoelectric pump is
approximately the same as in a case where the voltage at
the control amplitude is applied; and

the applied voltage controller is configured and pro-

grammed to apply the voltages with the two amplitude
values, determined by the applied voltage determination
unit, in an alternating manner.

5. The blood pressure measurement device according to
claim 4, wherein the applied voltage determination unit is
configured and programmed to determine the two amplitude
values so that a difference between the two amplitude values
is a minimum.

6. A control method for a blood pressure measurement
device including a cuff that, when worn on a blood pressure
measurement area, pressurizes an artery in the blood pressure
measurement area at a pressure of a fluid in the cuff, a piezo-
electric pump that increases the pressure within the cuff, a
deflating unit that reduces the pressure within the cuff, a
pressure detection unit that detects a cuff pressure that is the
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pressure within the cuff, and a control unit, the control
method comprising the steps performed by the control unit
including:
determining a control amplitude and a control frequency of
a voltage applied to the piezoelectric pump;
carrying out control so that a voltage at the control ampli-
tude and the control frequency determined by the deter-
mination unit is applied to the piezoelectric pump; and
calculating a blood pressure value based on the cuff pres-
sure detected by the pressure detection unit during infla-
tion when the cuff pressure is increased by the piezo-
electric pump; wherein
the step of carrying out control is performed to control the
control amplitude of the voltage in predetermined steps,
and includes a step of applying, in a predetermined
order, avoltage having an amplitude that is a value above
the control amplitude by at least one step and a voltage
having an amplitude that is a value below the control
amplitude by at least one step so that an output of the
piezoelectric pump is approximately the same as when a
voltage at the determined control amplitude is applied.
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